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TAGS: PINT,ASPGOV, JM 

SUBJECT: MID-TERM ELECTIONS IN JAMAICA? 

1 . ON THE EVENING OF MAY 13, FRANK PHIPPS, CHAIRMAN OF 
THE OPPOSITION JAMAICA LABOUR PARTY (JLP) DESCRIBED TO 
EMBOFF REMARK MADE MINUTES EARLIER BY RALPH BROWN, GENERAL 
SECRETARY OF THE RULING PEOPLE'S NATIONAL PARTY (PNP) AND 
MINISTER WITHOUT PORTFOLIO. PHIPPS SAID THAT BROWN EXPRESSED 
THE VIEW THAT HE (BROWN) HAS CONCLUDED THAT AN ELECTION 
MAY WELL HAVE TO BE HELD SOMEWHERE IN THE COURSE OF THE 
NEXT YEAR. PHIPPS INFERRED FROM BROWN'S REMARK THAT A 
CONSIDERABLE NUMBER WITHIN THE PNP HAVE NOW CONCLUDED THAT 
THE PUBLIC RESPONSE TO THE AUSTERITY PROGRAM INTRODUCED AT 

PARTV OF THE AGREEMENT WITH THE INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND 
WILL BE ADVERSE AND COMPEL ELECTIONS. 

2. COMMENT: WE HAVE NO REASON TO QUESTION THE ACCURACY 
OF PHIPPS' STATEMENT. OUR EXPERIENCE WITH BROWN SUGGESTS 
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THAT HE IS A STRAIGHTFORWARD AND UNCOMPLICATED MAN WHO IS 
ILL-EQUIPPED TO ENGAGE IN ELABORATE EFFORTS TO MISLEAD 
OPPONENTS. IF ELECTIONS ARE TO BE HELD, THE JLP CONFRONTS 
THE PROBLEM OF OVERTURNING ITS DECISION TO BOYCOTT ELECTIONS. 

PHIPPS SAID THAT HE EXPECTS THIS WILL BE EASILY DONE AND 
WE HAVE SINCE HAD CONFIRMATION OF THIS POSITION FROM 
ANOTHER SENIOR JLP FIGURE. 
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